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installation Narutowicz received the Prime Minister, who, in
accordance with the Constitution, offered the resignation of the
Government.
NARUTOWICZ ASSASSINATED
But the political atmosphere was still charged with passion and
hate, and two days later the President, while attending an Art
Exhibition, was assassinated by three shots from a revolver fired
by a Nationalist fanatic named Niewiadomski, who was arrested
at once. At his trial he stated that he had long intended to strike
at Pilsudski and had shot Narutowicz, since he would be only the
docile instrument of Pilsudski if he lived; Niewiadomski said that
he believed Pilsudski would be the ruin of Poland.
At first it was suspected that the assassination was part of a
widespread conspiracy, but it appeared from the trial that the
murderer, who was found guilty, sentenced to death and executed,
had acted entirely on his own initiative. Such a crime had never
before been committed in the history of Poland; that it took place
showed only too plainly to what a pitch of intensity the spirit of
faction had gone.
THE SIKORSKI CABINET
According to the Constitution Rataj, as Marshal of the Seym,
became provisional President, and on the advice of Pilsudski he
called on Sikorski, then Chief of the General Staff, to form a
Government; the general accepted the task, took over the Minis-
try of the Interior for himself, and his vigorous measures, which
included the proclamation of a state of siege (martial law) in
Warsaw, had immediately a tranquillizing effect on the general
situation. A new appointment was that of Skrzynski, formerly
Polish Minister at Bucarest, as Foreign Minister. Pilsudski was
nominated Chief of the General Staff provisionally.
WOJCIECHOWSKI ELECTED PRESIDENT
On December 20 the National Assembly elected Wojciechowski
President of Poland by 298 votes to 221 given to Professor
Morawski, of Cracow University, the candidate of the Right,
the majority being composed of the same parties as before.